


Truly, “if one 
does not work, 
he should not 
eat”. However, if 
one does work, 
he should be 
allowed to enjoy 
the fruits of his 
labor…and a 
good night of 
sleep.

1Ephesians 4:28

“He who steals must steal no longer; but 
rather he must labor, performing with his 
own hands what is good, so that he will 
have something to share with one who has 
need.”1 The reward of labor is wages and 
salaries.  However, it becomes incomplete 
without recognition and personal welfare. 
Labor Day is set aside to celebrate the hard 
work and achievements of labor groups. 
This one day is entirely devoted to the 
labor class. Some countries celebrate on a 
different date, but in much of the world, 
the day occurs on May 1st, which also 
happens to be International Worker’s Day. 
The objective is not only to celebrate the 
contribution of workers, but also to 
empower them to understand their rights. 
The story of Labor Day began in the rise of 
industrialization. The industrialists 
exploited the labor class in those days. 
Employees were burdened with arduous 
work and scant wages, forced to toil ten to 
fifteen hours a day under harsh conditions. 
Eventually, they gathered the courage to 
stand united and raise their voice against 
oppression by founding trade unions. 

In order to protest as a group, these unions 
would “go on strike” meaning they refused 
to work for a period of time until their 
appeals were addressed. This was 
considered illegal in several countries. They 
also held rallies and protests. At last, the 
government heard their cries and reduced 
working time to eight hours per day. Their 
achievements are the reason International 
Labor Day is celebrated around the world. It 
is meant to encourage and promote 
international labor associations and 
appreciate their contribution to society. 



The poet, Myra Welch, tells the story 
of an old violin “battered and scarred” 
auctioned off to a foolish crowd 
bidding “a dollar…two dollars…three 
dollars”. Then suddenly, a man from 
the back of the room picks up the 
bow, wipes off the dust, tightens the 
loose strings, and begins to play the 
old violin. The poem continues, “He 
played a melody pure and sweet as 
caroling angel sings.” When the music 
ceased, the auctioneer asks again, 
“What am I bid for the old violin?” This 
time the crowd eagerly cries, “one 
thousand…two thousand…three 
thousand!”2 
It was the same old violin. Yet, the 
crowd now knew its worth. Many 
today treat their soul like the foolish 
crowd did that old violin, as though it 
were barely worth anything at all. Why 
would the Injil say the world itself 
cannot match the worth of a 
soul…that if a man owns everything, 
yet loses his soul, he has nothing? 
The answer is clear: a soul is eternal. 
Though the outward body along with 
everything in this material world will 
eventually pass away, one’s soul will 
last forever. This life is but a dot on the 
eternal canvass of forever…and 
ever…and ever. Your soul: the most 
valuable thing about you. Where will it 
go forever…and ever…and ever? One 
day, all will know the worth of their 
soul. When they step through the 
door of this fading world into eternity, 
they will know that nothing in this life 
could compare to the infinite worth of 
their soul.

1Mark 8:36-37
2The Old Violin, Myra Welch

“For what will it profit a man 

if he gains the whole world 

and forfeits his soul? Or 

what will a man give in 

exchange for his soul?”

Mattew 16:26



Suly’s Employee of the Month is Ms. Saryas
who began at CSM in 2018. Ms. Saryas has the 
important role and great responsibility of Lab 
Assistant. She organizes the labs, ensures all 
needed materials are available before 
experiments, and offers help to teachers as 
needed. In addition to her responsibility as Lab 
Assistant, she is also a teacher who is loved by 
her students. Her hard work is greatly 
appreciated, and CSM Suly is thankful for her.

Duhok’s Employee of the Month is Ms. Ator
who started working at CSM in 2018. Ms. Ator’s
important role at CSM is obvious to all CSM 
members…especially teachers. They simply 
walk into the copy room to get their copies 
without any difficulty because all assessments 
will already be sitting in their own shelves 
organized and stapled. To be sure, the lives of 
Duhok teachers would be bleak without her 
help. Thank you, Ms. Ator, for your meticulous 
work.

Erbil’s Employee of the Month is Mr. Zrian who began 
working at CSM in 2019. Mr. Zrian began as a music 
teacher. He inspired the students to learn about and 
love music. It was a joyous opportunity for students to 
learn the melodies and mechanics of music, forgetting 
assessments and homework at least for one lesson. 
Today, Mr. Zrian works in the folder room where he 
organizes student folders with their graded 
assessments. The moment he receives a stack of 
assessments, he commences to collating and inserting 
them in each section of the folder without any delay. 
Thank you Mr. Zrian for your hard work.



Duhok’s Teacher of the Month is Ms. Helen 
who arrived at CSM in 2016. Ms. Helen shows 
great patience and enthusiasm as she teaches 
Arabic . Her desire to see students advance 
both academically and personally is an 
encouragement to parents, students, and 
admin. In spite of long and tiring days, she 
consistently shows kindness and grace to her 
students who in return love her dearly. CSM 
Duhok is grateful for you, Ms. Helen!

Erbil’s Teacher of the Month is Ms. Ruaa who began 
teaching at CSM Duhok in 2014. She later moved to Erbil 
and continues her CSM days at the Erbil campus where 
she teaches Humanities to a throng of 5th graders who 
adore her. Ms. Ruaa demonstrates the character qualities 
of patience, kindness, flexibility, and resourcefulness. 
She is honest, humble, enthusiastic, and most 
importantly…enjoys teaching. She teaches not just with 
her mind, but also with her heart. She makes an effort to 
know each student personally, not just focusing on 
academic performance, but also on the overall 
development of the student. Students light up when they 
realize her lesson is next on the schedule. CSM Erbil is 
grateful for you, Ms. Ruaa!

Suly’s Teacher of the Month is Ms. Chia who 
began her time at CSM in 2014. In spite of an 
intense schedule teaching Language Arts to 
grades 2, 3, and 5, she is always smiling and 
happy to help wherever she is needed. The 
grace and poise with which she handles each 
situation is an encouragement to everyone 
around. Her love for her job and her students 
has earned the student’s love and respect. 
CSM Suly is grateful for you, Ms. Chia! 



My name is Yahya Mohammed Hussein. I am 23 years old and currently completing my 
last year of Computer Science training in Remscheid, Germany. Alongside my studies, I 
work as a Software Developer with a startup company called WETOG. In 2002, I started 
attending CSM Duhok at the age of three along with the first class that CSM Duhok had 
ever had. However, as one does, I failed the first year of kindergarten (I was actually too 
young, so they made me repeat it). Simply put, CSM describes my childhood and 
teenage years put together. It was in CSM hallways and cafeterias where my most valued 
memories took place. School picnics, parties, trips, occasions, festivities, and activities 
are events I will cherish the rest of my life. It was at CSM where I met the closest of my 
friends and over the years bonded so closely that these people will be a part of my life 
the rest of my days. It was also at CSM where I learned the foundation and fundamentals 
of how our world and universe functions, be it from History and Economics to Math and 
Physics. I hated Biology and Chemistry from the bottom of my heart, though. The best 
times I had were during my senior year when the administration gave us the 
responsibility to lead "school government". We learned how to manage and organize 
events, make money, and work as a class to make the best of our options. All in all, CSM 
helped shape me into the person I am today and the person I will be in the future. If there 
is any advice I can give, it would be to make the most of the time you have now. As time 
goes by, responsibilities grow and things you never gave a thought to come around to 
bite you. These are the best times of your lives. So, enjoy them while you can. 

Hello, my name is Norseen Ninos Hanna. I am a proud alumni of CSM and 
a third stage medicine student at Hawler Medical University. My goal is 
to become a cardiovascular surgeon. 
Studying at CSM has helped me clearly outline my passions and 
strengths, and I am proud to be part of this institution’s history.

Hello, my name is Lazo Nawzad Abdulla. I was a student of CSM Suly
beginning with KG1 in 2009 and ending at graduation in 2021. I take great 
pride in being one of many students at CSMS. To put it in numbers, I 
studied at CSMS for twelve years.I am now studying a foundation course in 
Business and Management at ONCAMPUS Aston. When I finish this one-
year course, I plan to enroll in a course at Aston University where I will start 
with a BSc (Hons) in Business and Management. In addition, I am part of 
their marketing content creator team, actively working on music as an 
importing and exporting agent. I miss the people I met at CSMS from the 
awesome staff to the magnificent friends. We made countless memories 
inside and outside of school. CSM taught me a host of important skills. A 
few of those skills include the ability to confidently communicate with 
people, trust in myself, meet new people without hesitation and, last but 
not least, respect people who want the best for us.



“I studied all night”, “I have no free 
time” “AP exams are taking over my 
life”. These are just some of the 
agonizing statements heard from 
students leading up to AP exams. This 
year, Classical School of the Medes 
administered Advanced Placement (AP) 
Exams at its three campuses for the first 
time, registering 508 CSM and non-CSM 
students. 
The weeks of May 2nd through May 
13th, CSM high schoolers thought of 
little else. There are thirty-eight different 
AP exams offered globally, as well as at 
CSM. However, CSM provides special AP 
classes in Chemistry, Physics, Math, and 
Biology. So, most students focus on 
these four subjects.
AP Exam takers can request additional 
copies of their scores to be sent to 
different colleges and universities 
through “My AP” to aid in the 
application process. They now anxiously 
await their scores, which should be 
posted online in July.

College Board, a non-profit organization 
based in New York City has run the AP 
program since 1955. Advance placement 
helps develop and maintain guidelines for the 
teaching of higher-level courses. Though it 
was the first year for CSM to administer AP 
Exams and no one was quite sure what to 
expect, test-taking ran smoothly due to the 
tireless efforts of Mr. Bassam, the Exam 
Committee, and the proctors. CSM is grateful 
for you.



It has been said, “No matter 
how different we are; we still 
can find similarities.” Muslim 
people from different areas 
around the world share their 
happiness, joy, and 
celebration with their 
neighbors, families, and 
friends to show the 
importance of this event that 
represents many nations, but 
one faith.
As Ramadan ends, people 
celebrate breaking their fast 
for the rest of the year in three 
holy days known as “Eid al-
Fitr”. Cultures worldwide have 
their own unique and vibrant 
Eid traditions. During these 
three days, people decorate 
their homes with lights, dress 
in their finest clothes or 
traditional costumes, and 
prepare delicious food. 
Families also prepare gifts for 
their loved ones. Though 
children often receive most of 
the attention, gifts are freely 
distributed among friends and 
relatives. 

Eid al-Fitr is sometimes referred to as “The 
Sugar Feast”, a nod to the fact that a large 
constituent part of the meal one eats at the 
festival is desserts. Each country has a special 
dessert to be served to the guests along with 
other different meals. 
During Eid, one of the most common things 
people say to one another is “Eid Mubarak!” 
This literally means “blessed Eid” and is a way 
of expressing celebration. It is a way to create a 
feeling of good will that can diminish any 
feelings of animosity. A sense of generosity 
and gratitude is a major part of Eid al-Fitr, as 
charity and doing good deeds are important 
principles of Ramadan.



“Victory is in having done your best. If you've done your best, you've won.”1

Cheers from spectators and players echoed 
loudly throughout the International School of 
Choueifat campus the Saturday of May 14th. The 
3rd Annual Sports Championship Olympics was 
underway. This highly anticipated event was a 
pure display of talent and positive sportsmanship.
Classical School of the Medes was among 
thirteen schools who arrived eager to compete. 
Cementing their status as one of the 
heavyweights in sports, CSM Duhok won 1st and 
3rd place medals in Girls Swimming (under age 
sixteen category) and 2nd and 3rd place medals 
in Boys Swimming (under age twelve category). 

CSM Hawler emerged winner of the Basketball 
competition after facing fierce opposition from the 
International School of Choueifat.  Their teamwork 
and dedication as well as the pedigree of the players 
eventually catapulted them to a 54-45 victory.
Thank you to the International School of Choueifat for 
your hospitality and organization of this special event. 
Congratulations to the sports team for their 
scintillating performance and hard-fought victory on 
behalf of the entire CSM family. The conspicuous 
smiles on our faces are evidence of the joy your 
performance has brought us. 
1Bill Bowerman







On the afternoon of May 20th, students, parents, 
teachers, administration, and honored guests 
gathered at Palacio Hall for a Spelling Bee. This year, 
CSM opened the Spelling Bee competition to primary 
students (4th, 5th, and 6th graders) to improve their 
language skills. Ninety-one finalists from CSM 
Duhok, Erbil, and Suly arrived in the hall ready to 
showcase their spelling skills. 
“You are all winners. You know that right?” Ms. 
Farrah, Principal of CSM Erbil addressed the finalists. 
“No matter what happens, you are winners just for 
being here.” Then a medals ceremony commenced in 
which all ninety-one finalists received a medal. After a 
short tea break, the struggle began. Each finalist was 
asked to spell a word. If they spelled the word 
correctly, they survived to spell another round. This 
year’s contestants competed with such excellence, it 
took eleven elimination rounds before three winners 
emerged: Sarah Wessam from Suly, Mayar Firas from 
Erbil, and Germian Goran from Suly. 

CSM is grateful for the efforts of those who made this 
Spelling Bee possible. A special recognition goes to 
those who trained these students daily over the 
course of several months: Ms. Jehan and Ms. Dalida
in Duhok, Mr. Abdullah and Ms. Zainab in Erbil, and 
Ms. Shanga in Suly. Your commitment to preparing 
the students was evident in their performance. 
The benefits of spelling bees extend far beyond a 
medal. Since children are required to spell words 
while on stage, they develop self-confidence, 
communication and public speaking skills, and the 
ability to thrive under pressure. CSM always strives to 
help their students become better versions of 
themselves and unlock their potential to become 
outstanding members of our society.



“’You’re only a piece of parchment’, I said to my Diploma, ribbon tied. ‘I’m only a piece of parchment? 
Indeed! My dear young student, I’m really YOU!’, said my Diploma. ‘Now show the world what you can do!’” 
All three CSM campuses recently marked a major milestone: graduation from 6th grade. For these students, 
their primary school days are over, and the new chapter of middle school begins. 

Duhok: The Friday of May 27th, CSM Duhok 
organized a ceremony for their sixth graders. The 
program, which promoted fifty-nine primary students 
to middle school, attracted parents, administration, 
teachers, friends, and students. The event lasted from 
five in the evening until ten at night. Guests were 
welcomed by the artist, Layla, who entertained the 
audience with lively music. Students sang the national 
anthem, and another group later enraptured listeners 
by playing musical instruments and singing. The 
program was graced with moving orations from 
parents as well as from the Principal of Duhok. At last, 
diplomas were distributed to students. The joy on 
student’s faces was immeasurable, and the day 
concluded with a delicious student feast to appease 
their souls from the pent-up stress of primary school 
days. 

Suly: CSM Suly also celebrated the graduation of 
their thirty-five sixth graders the Saturday of May 
28th. The hall was pulsing with excitement and 
overflowing with parents, friends, teachers, and 
administration, all showing support for their 
graduates. The ceremony featured a speech by the 
Principal in two different languages, a student 
chorus singing the national anthem, group photos, 
and of course, presentation of diplomas. Guests 
enjoyed a delicious buffet meal, which added to the 
spirit of community and enjoyment of each other on 
this special occasion.

Erbil: The afternoon of Saturday, May 28th, CSM Erbil 
students, parents, teachers, friends, and administration 
arrived at Palacio Hall to honor the achievement of their 
seventy-four 6th graders who completed their primary 
school journey. Their event featured musical 
performances, a group song presented by the 6th 
grade chorus, student poem recitation, English and 
Kurdish speeches, as well as vivacious dancing. As the 
procession of graduates filed in, tears brimmed from 
the eyes of parents and teachers watching “their 
babies” take yet another step towards educational 
completion. Ms. Farrah, Ms. Linda, Mr. Akam, Ms. 
Maryam, and Ms. Hind placed diplomas in the hands of 
proud students. Attendees also enjoyed tasty sweets 
and social visits during a tea-time.



As the second longest reigning queen in the 
world, England’s Queen Victoria is a name that 
extends far and wide. Alexandrina Victoria, 
famously known as the great Queen Victoria, 
was born in London on May 24, 1819 to the 
British royal family. Interestingly, she was fifth in 
line to the throne after her three uncles and her 
father, Edward, Duke of Kent. However, her 
father passed away of pneumonia shortly after 
her birth and the last of her three uncles died by 
the time Victoria was eighteen. The young 
princess was thus raised by her mother, 
Duchess Victoria, under strict code of discipline 
and constant supervision. She grew up to be an 
“adept linguist” as one source put it, being 
fluent in German, English, French, Italian, and 
Latin as well as being moderately conversant in 
Urdu and Hindu to better communicate with 
her servants. 
On June 20, 1837, 18-year-old Victoria was 
informed of her late uncle’s passing, ascending 
her to the British throne. She is known as one of 
the most influential British monarchs as the 
country saw significant cultural growth, slavery 
abolition, industry advancements, scientific 
discoveries, as well as the construction of 
railways and the London Underground all 
during her reign. 
In addition to these advancements, Queen 
Victoria lived a “colorful” life which only 
increased her fame. The queen is known for 
starting wedding trends of her own. She 
proposed to her German first cousin, Prince 
Albert of Saxe-Coburg Gotha, and requested 
to be the only one wearing a white dress. At the 
time, wedding dresses came in different colors. 
The two were married on February 10, 1840 
and had nine children.  Prince Albert is also 
accredited with starting the Christmas tree 
tradition throughout England, the U.S., and 
Canada. 
Queen Victoria became even more popular 
after surviving multiple assassination attempts 
during her 63-year reign. She passed away of ill 
health at the age of 81 on January 22, 1901. 
Despite her unexpected throne succession, 
Queen Victoria proved herself worthy of her 
title. Her legacy lives on, marking her death as 
the end of the Victorian Era, one of Britain’s 
golden ages.



Sao Paulo, popularly known as the New York 
of Latin America, is a mix of concrete, asphalt, 
traffic, and people, with a dash of green in 
between. However, Sao Paulo is more than 
that; it cannot be reduced to socioeconomic 
or statistical data. It is Brazil's cultural center, 
the location of the country's main universities, 
and the economic core of South America. 
More than 20 million people live in the 
metropolitan area. It is a city full of dreams, 
vibrant environments, and, most importantly, 
life. What defines a city's personality? Why do 
cities draw so many people? How do residents 
of megacities manage to stay despite the 
problems that come with living there? These 
are some fundamental questions that define 
Sao Paulo. Sao Paulo, with a population of 
almost 20 million people, cannot be described 
as a tiny city. In such a place, an economic and 
cultural life develops, attracting people from 
all over the country, and even from all over the 
world. Once a city has reached a particular 
size, the shrinking cords and boundaries of 
small-town mentalities begin to unravel. A city 
develops a personality and becomes a place 
with characteristics that are unique to it and 
cannot be found elsewhere. This trait can also 
be referred to as diversity. Sao Paulo is such a 
place; it has everything one might want, 
including theatres, cinemas, an opera house, a 
world-renowned cultural event known as the 
Biennale, music halls, and much more.
Cities live, cities produce, and cities cycle 
through numerous stages of life. Cities 
disintegrate into dust and diesel, only to rise 
again, like the phoenix rises from its own 
ashes. 

Sao Paulo rises and falls, rises and falls, and rises again. Many of 
these cycles occur in tandem with the mayor who leads the city 
at the time. Humans are not accustomed to seeing cultural 
events in cycles, but when looking into this phenomenon of rise 
and collapse, it is clear there is a link to the political side as well. 
Every couple of years, the citizens of the city are summoned to 
vote for one of the candidates for mayor and their cortege of 
members for city council. The photographs of Sao Paulo mayors 
Maluf and Kassab, as well as other city councilors, printed on 
colorful advertisements of all sizes during election campaigns 
imply this, but a neutral observer may be misled by the 
appearance of intensive campaigning in the city's center and 
wealthier regions. The city of Sao Paulo does not adhere to any 
structural law. A municipal development plan does not appear 
to exist; the only law that the city appears to follow is the law of 
perpetual change. Buildings are built just to be demolished a 
few years later. If Sao Paulo has urban city planning, it is cleverly 
veiled. Sao Paulo is the city of what, because it cannot be 
classified as a city. Is it a no-return city, a lost city, a city of 
dreams, or a city of smell? What exactly is it? A phenomenon 
like Sao Paulo is tough to describe. A metropolis like that has to 
be felt, the pulse of life that runs through it and the sensations 
that it emits. Sao Paulo is an enigmatic creature.



PlayStation video game consoles arrived on the scene in 
1994 as Sony Computer Entertainment released them 
into the world. The PlayStation began a new era 
bringing Sony to the top of the video game market. The 
PlayStation was released in Japan in December 1994 
and then in America in September 1995. 

Both releases created excitement and record sales. 
Titles such as Twisted Metal and Ridge Racer were 
extremely popular. By 2005, the PlayStation had 
become the first video game console ever to ship 
100 million units. PlayStation’s most popular 
games included addicting virtual worlds such as 
Final Fantasy 7, Crash Bandicoot, and Tekken, all of 
which generated multiple sequels.  As you can see 
from the picture below, PlayStations have changed 
and improved dramatically since their 1994 
beginning. In 2013, Sony released the PlayStation 
4 (PS4), intending to compete with Xbox One. 
Gamers embraced the new platform, with its 
brilliant graphics and ability to accommodate 
multiple players online. Sony then took a risk, 
diving into the virtual reality (VR) market with the 
release of the PlayStation VR in October 2016. The 
PS VR system included a PS4 as well as a VR 
headset and controllers. Sony priced its new 
product significantly lower than similar VR systems, 
hoping to make a sizable dent in the VR market. 
However, depressed sales across the VR industry 
led analysts to slash expectations.  Most recently, 
Sony released the new PlayStation 5 with rapid 
loading speed and one of the most magnificent 
graphics in video game history. With the ability to 
change and improve, adapting to desires of its 
gamers, it is no wonder PlayStation is beloved by 
millions around the world.



1 2

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23

26 27 28 29 30

❑ 5th – 6th Review for finals

❑ 7th  – 8th No school

❑ 9th – 26th Final exams 

❑ 27th G1-G3 Report card

❑ 28th G7-G12 Report card

❑ 29th G4-G6 Report card

❑ 30th Objection Results

2022



To the everyday eye under normal 
conditions, ripe bananas appear yellow 
due to organic pigments called 
carotenoids. When bananas ripen, 
chlorophyll begins to break down. This 
pigment is the element that makes 
bananas glow, or fluoresce, under UV 
lights and appear blue.

After inventing the kinetograph in 1892, 
Edison was able to record and watch 
moving images for the first time. He filmed 
short clips in his studio, some of which 
feature famous people like Annie Oakley 
and Buffalo Bill. But the real stars of these 
early videos are the Boxing Cats—adorable 
cats that he recorded in a boxing ring circa 
1894. 

Scholars think Hernán Cortés brought the seeds 
in 1519 with the intent of the fruits being used 
ornamentally in gardens. By the 1700s, 
aristocrats started eating tomatoes, but they 
were convinced the fruits were poisonous 
because people would die after eating them. In 
reality, the acidity from the tomatoes brought 
out the lead in their pewter plates, and they 
actually died of lead poisoning.

The world remembers Dr. King as a leader of 
the Civil Rights Movement, and people often 
quote his “I Have a Dream” speech, which he 
delivered in 1963. Yet more than a decade 
before that legendary speech, while 
attending Crozer Theological Seminary in 
Pennsylvania, he earned a C in public 
speaking during his first and second term.






