


Look to the Master: The proverb does not say 
look to your friends, look to your education, or 
look to your feelings. It says, look to the 
Master. God who is the Grand Master Planner, 
the superlative of all that is good, has a plan 
for you. It is not beamed from the sky or 
dropped in a self-destructing message…it is 
given through Himself. Why? Because God 
wants a relationship with His followers. He 
wants them to look to Him, not to a plan.
Follow the Master: Interestingly, this proverb 
does not say, look to the Master and then 
follow the path. No, it says look to the Master, 
then follow the Master. The path of life is less 
about where it leads and more about Who is 
leading. When one looks to God their Master, 
they still will not likely know the highs and lows 
of the road ahead. It will be one step at a time 
behind the Master.
Walk with the Master: It is impossible to stray 
from the path when walking with the Master. 
Sometimes the right path may look wrong. 
Sometimes the wrong path may look right. 
That is why the focus of the follower is the 
Master, not the path.
See Through the Master: It has been said that 
wisdom is simply seeing life from God’s 
perspective. In looking and following and 
walking with Him, one begins to see things 
through a Divine lens that is often opposite 
from the natural human way of thinking. 
Become the Master: Of course, mere human 
beings do not become God. However, 
followers of Jesus hold to these words, “But 
we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory 
to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”3 
They believe the life of Jesus is within them 
actually changing them to become more and 
more like Him…that as they look to Him, 
follow Him, and walk with him, they begin to 
see more and more as He sees and be more 
and more as He is.
Life may feel like a haphazard sea of storms 
where the best are left toiling to stay afloat, 
heading they know not where. Yet, there is a 
path…and there is a Master.

1Psalm 16:11 / 2John 14:6  / 3II Corinthians 3:18

The Spanish poet, Antonio Machado, once 
wrote in his poem, “Wayfarer [wanderer], 
there is no path…Make your way by going 
farther…Wayfarer, there is no way; only 
wake-trails on the waters.” He believed life 
to be more like a vast ocean than a carefully 
plotted trail. In other words, there is no God 
who carefully charts a path for one’s life. 
Each individual must forge their own way. 
However, this Zen proverb indicates 
something quite different: “To follow the 
path, look to the master, follow the master, 
walk with the master, see through the 
master, become the master.” This quote 
assumes two things: that there is a path and 
that there is a master. But he not just a 
master…He is the Master. 
Muslims regularly pray asking God to guide 
them on the right path. The prophet David 
prayed to God saying, “You will show me 
the path of life; In Your presence is fullness 
of joy.”1 Jesus said, “I am the way [the 
path]”.2 So, if there is actually a path to 
follow, how does one know what it is?



Suly’s Employee of 
the Month is Mr. 
Abdin who began 
working at CSM in 
2020. Mr. Abdin
works in Admissions 
accepting new 
students and 
providing a 
responsive and 
efficient service to 
prospective 
students. He is ready 
to help whenever he 
is needed. His hard 
work is highly 
appreciated and 
CSM Suly is thankful 
for his excellent 
efforts. 

Duhok’s Employee of the 
Month is Ms. Mirna 
Shmayl who started 
working at CSM in 2018. 
Ms. Mirna’s important role 
at CSM is obvious to all. 
Her job allows students to 
view upcoming parent 
letters, schedules, 
summary sheets, as well as 
other announcements. 
Ms. Mirna also helps 
teachers with access to 
their accounts and notifies 
them of any updates. Her 
willingness to do whatever 
is necessary to serve 
teachers and parents is 
much appreciated. Thank 
you, Ms. Mirna, for the 
wonderful work you do.

Erbil’s Employee of the 
Month is Ms. Marwa, 
who launched her CSM 
career in 2014. Ms. 
Marwa began her time 
at CSM serving as 
school Accountant, a 
job she executed with 
cheerfulness and care. 
She now works as an 
Admin Assistant, 
serving parents, 
students, and school 
administration with 
diligence, kindness, and 
excellence. Her role 
includes more duties 
than could be counted, 
yet she carries them out 
with cheerfulness. CSM 
is grateful for you, Ms. 
Marwa!



Duhok’s Teacher of the Month is Ms. Shana, who 
began her career at CSM in 2020. Ms. Shana is 
committed and passionate in teaching Art. She 
believes that every human is an artist. She tries to 
relate life to an art. Her desire is to help students 
understand how creative they can be. She guides 
and motivates students with care and love since she 
knows every line drawn will have an impact on the 
finished work of art. In spite of her busy schedule, 
she is always available when needed. CSM Duhok is 
grateful to have you, Ms. Shana!

Erbil’s Teacher of the Month is Ms. Noor Ako, who began 
her teaching career at CSM in 2014. Ms. Noor is a high 
school teacher who teaches Biology and AP Elective. She 
is a teacher who takes delight in the success of her 
students and goes the extra mile to do what is needful. 
Not only is she resourceful in her lesson delivery, but also 
executes her given task on time, dedicated and ever 
willing to help. She is assertive in managing her class to 
ensure no one is left behind; her kindheartedness and 
love for students is exceptional. CSM Erbil is grateful to 
have you, Ms. Noor!

Suly’s Teacher of the Month is Mr. Hawzheen, who 
began his teaching at CSM in 2020. Mr. Hawzheen
is incredibly resourceful, as he teaches 7th, 8th and 
9th grade Humanities and World Religions. Mr. 
Hawzheen not only aims for students to understand 
the world around them, but also instils in them 
acceptance of the people around them, regardless 
of their belief or culture. Mr. Hawzheen is a teacher 
who loves teaching and motivates students to learn 
because he knows change can only occur through 
learning. CSM Suly is proud of you, Mr. Hawzheen!



Hello, my name is Shana Nichirvan Mohammed. I am an alumna of CSM Duhok’s Class of 2016-
2017. I am currently enrolled at the University of Duhok, College of Science, Department of 
Biology. I recently completed my third year and am one of the top students in my department. I am 
here to tell you a bit about my experience at CSM and how it helped me as I moved on to the next 
chapter of my life. CSM was a big part of my life growing up, especially since I had been since 
kindergarten. I still remember my first day as if it were yesterday. The classroom was bright and 
energetic, the teachers sweet and encouraging, and everything was thoroughly organized. One 
may think the most important stage in a student’s life is high school, which is indeed, a crucial 
stage. However, each stage is equally important. There needs to be a foundation to build upon in 
order for a student to improve. CSM made sure we had that part down, which made my journey a 
lot easier. From a very young age, they provided us with the most amazing teachers (and friends) I 
could have ever asked for. A few honorable mentions include Mr. Bassam, Mr. Ninos, Mrs. Nancy, 
Mr. John, Mrs. Mary, Ms. Carrie, Ms. Hannah, Ms. Abbey, and Mrs. Helen. Their classes taught me 
some valuable skills that I use to this day. For example, the Speech and Logic class (taught by Ms. 
Hannah) not only helped me defeat my fear of public speaking, but also equipped me with the 
ability to construct and break down arguments properly. Both are crucial skills you must have 
before going to college, as you will need to prepare several presentations throughout your time 
there (one of the most important being the final project research). One of my favorite memories at 
CSM was an ongoing inside joke Mr. Bassam would make every time the students complained 
about the curriculum becoming more challenging every year. It started with, “You’re freshmen 
now, honey!” and ended with, “You’re seniors now!” That one phrase worked wonders and 
encouraged me to strive for a better version of myself.  Fast forward to post-graduation. I left CSM 
with knowledge, valuable skills, and confidence. I left a bit too confident, if I may add. I had many 
advantages, one of the most important being my English language skills. I went on to become one 
of the top students in my department. My secret? Lots of studying and sleepless nights! Keep in 
mind that being armed without knowing how to use your weapon is useless. Thus, you must 
dedicate your time, energy, and probably sacrifice sleep in order to become the best version of 
yourself. As my brother likes to say, “It is not easy, but all things attained easily are not fully 
appreciated and soon forgotten.”

My name is Omer Usama Salah Dizayee. I started my journey at CSM back in 2007 and 
graduated in 2021 after fourteen years of ups and downs. I was lucky my parents decided 
this school was the proper one for me, because at CSM I was surrounded by caring 
teachers, true friends who are still friends fourteen years later, and a fascinating 
education that is inculcated in you. During my time at school, I not only learned school 
subjects, but also how to face the outside world differentiating between good and bad. 
CSM helped make me into the man I am today, understanding myself and to listening to 
my heart. Today, I am a UG1 Civil Engineer living my dream, which would not have been 
possible without the support of my family, friends, and school. Adapting to life outside of 
my comfort zone after fourteen years at CSM was easy because of the communication 
skills and self-possession I developed there. 
Finally, I wanted to say that some journeys in life will be taken with you to grave. The 
memories I have at CSM will be hidden deep in my heart…the tears of joy and despair, the 
laughter down the halls, and the joy after the last days of school.

My name is Rezhwan, and I graduated in 2019 after thirteen years at CSM. I am now a 
junior studying Computer Science and Engineering at Swarthmore College in 
Pennsylvania. This summer, I will be interning with the cloud engineering team at Citrix 
Systems. I hope to graduate next year and join the workforce as a software engineer.
While CSM is not perfect, I cannot be thankful enough for the teachers who challenged 
me to be curious and ask questions. When I came to the U.S., I thought I would struggle to 
adapt to a different country’s way of teaching. However, I soon found that I could read, 
write, and problem-solve just as well as my American peers who had been to richer high 
schools than mine.
The CSM community is also full of wonderful people who I shared beautiful memories 
with, especially on our class trips to different parts of Kurdistan. Most of the kids I sat next 
to in class are now my lifelong friends, and because of this I will always look back fondly at 
this chapter of my life.



“If you get up in the morning and think the future is 
going to be better, it is a bright day. Otherwise, it's 
not.” Who said that? The richest man on earth. How 
did Elon Musk become so wealthy? Musk was born to 
a South African father and a Canadian mother on June 
28,1971. He displayed an early talent for computers 
and entrepreneurship. At age twelve he created a 
video game and sold it to a computer magazine for 
$500. At the age of 17, Elon Musk moved to Canada, 
along with his mother, sister, and brother. There, he 
attended Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario, 
and in 1992, he transferred to the University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, where he earned two 
bachelors’ degrees (in Physics and Economics). He 
enrolled in graduate school in physics at Stanford 
University in California, but left after only two days 
because he felt that the Internet had much more 
potential to change society than work in physics. 

Elon Musk is known for his outlandish claims and 
ideas. In 1995 he founded Zip2, a company that 
provided maps and business directories to 
online newspapers. In 1999, Zip2 was bought by 
the computer manufacturer Compaq for $307 
million. Musk then founded an online financial 
services company, X.com, which later became 
PayPal, specializing in transferring money 
online. The online auction eBay bought PayPal in 
2002 for $1.5 billion and Musk secured a $100 
million payout, which he used to start SpaceX. 
Musk started SpaceX in 2002 after realizing he 
could significantly reduce the cost of space 
travel by using vertical integration, cheap 
commercial off-the-shelf components when 
possible, and modular engineering. While the 
company struggled in its early years, the 
company became the first private organization 
to send a liquid-propellant rocket to orbit in 
2008. Now, the company has emerged as a 
major private contender for various space 
exploration projects including future missions to 
Mars and the Moon. In April 2021, SpaceX won a 
$2.9 billion contract with NASA to build a moon 
lander for astronauts, beating out Jeff Bezos' 
Blue Origin. In September 2021, SpaceX 
launched the first all-civilian crew to orbit earth. 
Musk joined Tesla in 2004 as a Series A investor 
and became the chairman of the board of 
directors in the company. After a lawsuit with 
founders Martin Eberhard and Marc Tarpenning, 
who were the CEO and CFO at the time, Musk 
could call himself one of the co-founders as well. 
Initially involved with the product design of 
vehicles, Musk later led Tesla to go public in 
2010 with backing from Daimler and Toyota. It 
became only the second American car 
manufacturer after Ford to go public, and in 
2017 overtook General Motors as the most 
valuable vehicle maker in the US. Twitter has 
finally been bought by Elon Musk for $44 billion. 
Musk is now currently worth an estimated 
$239.2 billion, some $74 billion more than No. 
2., Jeff Bezos, according to Forbes’ real-time 
tracker. Elon Musk was named Time's 2021 
Person of the Year. Time gives the title to the 
person it sees as having the most influence 
during the past year. It has described the title as 
going to "the person or persons who most 
affected the news and our lives, for good or ill, 
and embodied what was important about the 
year, for better or for worse."



The morning of June 9th, over 2,500 CSM 
students in Duhok, Suly, and Erbil began the 
grueling stretch of final exams. For seniors, these 
are the last days in these classrooms. For CSM’s 
youngest members, their exam journey has just 
begun. Primary students stand in line eagerly 
awaiting permission to enter the classroom. High 
school students huddle in groups, some 
frantically reviewing notes, some speculating 
how many pages the coming exam will be. 
Students sit with pencil and eraser handy as the 
CCA brings the awaited for exam booklets. After 
distributing each booklet, hall monitors maintain 
silence in the classroom. “Who has a question?” 
the subject teacher asks, entering the room. 
Multiple hands shoot into the air. The subject 
teacher visits each classroom at least twice during 
exams to ensure students understand the 
questions being asked and to clarify any nebulous 
portions. 
This process continues for all three schools until 
the last exam on Sunday, June 26th.  High school 
Journalism students have recently been learning 
to write an exaggerated form of humor called 
satire. For practice, they satirized the “terror” of 
these exam days. Here is a taste of their satire 
paragraphs…

In a flash, the paper was in front of me. It had an 
evil smirk on its lips showing me how it would 
end my life soon. When I opened the first page, I 
saw the words crawling out as snakes to attack 
me. That’s all I remember before I got poisoned 
with the venom of the chemistry exam.

Students swam through the halls in their own 
sweat. When the exam papers were handed to 
the students, at least three of them fainted and 
the rest drowned in their sweat and tears.

Students were crying in fear before heading into 
the exam hall. One student started flipping desks 
and the rest followed. The quiet kid was the only 
one who completed the exam…but then he 
vomited on his way out.

[Students] hadn’t slept in five days…they all had 
eye bags that resembled a panda.

Of course, these are grossly exaggerated 
accounts, but they illustrate the fact that final 
exams are a force to be reckoned with. Students 
sleep soundly the night of June 26th. Summer 
days have come at last, and their troubles are 
over…at least until September.



The Kurdistan Ministry of Education (MOE) 
holds a special committee devoted to 
evaluating private and international 
schools. Towards the end of each school 
year, this committee of three, consisting of 
a committee head and two members, 
visits each of CSM’s campuses to assess 
the school and its progress. Metrics 
considered include classroom sizes, 
number of computers, activities planned 
for students, and curriculum requirements 
among others. 
The Ministry of Education (MOE) notifies 
each CSM campus the day before their 
visit. This year, the committee visited CSM 
Suly on Sunday, May 22nd, Erbil on 
Thursday, May 26th, and Duhok on 
Tuesday, June 7th. These visits lasted 
several hours with the committee 
observing students, classrooms, labs, 
bathrooms, and administration offices. 
CSM team members met with the MOE 
committee to answer their questions and 
receive feedback. 

Later in the summer, the committee totals 
points from each category and assigns a 
ranking of “Excellent”, “Very Good”, 
“Good” or “Under Average”. CSM 
appreciates the guidance of the Ministry of 
Education and their encouragement to 
continue striving for greater excellence.



The Dream Car Art Contest is Toyota’s unique platform 
that encourages imagination and creativity amongst 
children aged fifteen and under. The contest inspires 
them to look ahead and imagine their dream car of the 
future, reinforcing Toyota’s commitment to being “Built 
for a Better World” as entrants make the most of their 
innovative ideas and set their imagination free with 
creativity. This gives children around the world a hands-
on experience to feel the joy and importance of having 
dreams. Toyota hopes that this activity will help nurture 
the creativity of the next generation of great inventors, 
thinkers, and dreamers. Since 2004, the Toyota Dream 
Car Art Contest has been conducted as part of Toyota’s 
social contribution initiatives. Each year, Toyota receives 
millions of submissions from close to ninety countries. 
Toyota judges the entries and selects winners in the 
contest’s three categories by age: under 8 years, 8-11 
years, and 12-15 years. 
Duhok hosted this contest on June 8, 2022. In the 2nd 
category (8-11 years), Lina Kawar Ali, a 10-year-old 3rd 
grader from CSM Duhok, won the contest with her hyper-
creative “Charity on Wheels” Toyota car artwork. She 
wrote, “My dream car is a charity car that will help put a 
smile on the face of poor kids” She received a gold award 
certificate from Toyota Motor Corporation for her great 
effort and mastermind.
Go high Lina! The CSM family is proud of you for your 
creativity and kindhearted thoughts for the poor and the 
world at large.



CSM Teachers and Staff Yearly Evaluations 
are a time of looking back at the year gone 
by. Evaluations are a formal and systematic 
process used to review each aspect of 
teacher performance according to CSM 
standards. At the end of each semester, 
principals, CCAs, and admin assistants 
conduct a meeting to evaluate teachers 
and other staff members in all three cities.  
The discussion follows a specific form 
containing academic and administrative 
metrics.
After finalizing the results, a meeting is 
held to inform teachers and other staff 
members. Each one is given an evaluation 
sheet with helpful feedback regarding 
strengths as well as areas needing 
improvement. The most important points 
are discussed by the principle to remind 
them of the importance of their position as 
ideals to the students, help employees 
avoid repeating the same mistakes again, 
as well as appreciate their efforts and 
provide solutions and guidance.
By holding yearly teacher and staff 
evaluations, CSM tracks teacher 
performance, rates overall quality of 
knowledge importation, and ensures 
students gain the needed knowledge, 
education, and morals according to CSM 
standards

It also gives teachers a firm understanding 
of performance metrics, allowing them to 
improve on their weaknesses and build on 
their strengths with the help and 
encouragement of CSM members. 
The impact of evaluations is reflected in 
the performance of teachers and staff. It 
reminds them how thankful the school is to 
have them and inspires them to start fresh 
again. As Anne of Green Gables says, 
“Tomorrow is always fresh with no 
mistakes in it.”











In June 2022, the Classical school of the Medes became a member in ACSI  
Europe region.
ASCI was founded in 1978 the Association of Christian Schools International 
(ACSI) was founded through a merger of three associations: The National 
Christian School Education Association, The Ohio Association of Christian 
Schools; and the Western Association of Christian Schools.
Various international schools have joined the network. In 2021 it had 23000 
schools in 100 countries.  The benefits of ACSI membership is giving the access 
to all member service including school visits, teacher training event, 
publications and the student leadership conference  



CSM’s smallest members are growing 
up and moving to bigger and better 
things. Graduation ceremonies took 
place at all three campuses for the 
students of KG2. These events mark 
student’s graduation from the 
exploration stage to the grammar 
stage.This year, 212 students from Erbil, 
Duhok, and Suly donned their caps and 
gowns. Friday, June 3rd, 89 KG2 
students graduated from CSM Erbil. The 
following Saturday, June 4th, 100 
graduated from CSM Duhok and 
twenty-three from CSM Suly.
The students presented a multi-faceted 
program for this occasion. In each 
school, the host welcomed students and 
guests. Then, the young learners, 
dressed in their graduation attire, 
performed activities such as music, 
drama, and singing the national anthem. 
These student performances 
demonstrated the amount of 
preparation invested in this event. No 
one could calculate the joy on the faces 
of parents, teachers, and other students 
on these days.  Students received official 
diplomas for their achievements from 
the Chief Guest who also congratulated 
teachers for their hard work and 
dedication in shaping students through 
educational and extra-curricular 
activities. CSM photographers captured 
these days with photos to remember for 
years to come. The exploration stage 
forms a vital foundation for students to 
build upon for their life and education. 
We wish these little ones the best as 
they begin the next phase of their 
educational journey. 



The Ukraine-Russia conflict did not begin in 
2014 or in 2022…rather, it began in the ninth 
century. The Slavic people once lived in Kievan
Rus, an east-Slavic state. Their capital was the 
reputable city of Kiev. The Grand Prince 
Volodimer ruled the Kievan Rus between 980 
and 1015. Russians and Ukrainians draw their 
lineage from this Slavic state. Nevertheless, 
much has changed since then, and Ukraine has 
been under Russian dominion for most of that 
time. In the early 1900s, the two were Soviet 
republics. Russia was the most powerful of the 
fifteen republics, followed by Ukraine. Ukraine 
had defense industries, vast agricultural 
grounds, and was home to a substantial 
portion of the Soviet nuclear arsenal. The 
Soviet Union came to an end in 1991, leaving 
Ukraine and Russia independent. As a result, 
Ukraine inherited much of the Soviet nuclear 
arsenal, but struck a deal with Russia in 1994 to 
give up the arsenal in exchange for Moscow 
guaranteeing Ukraine's security and promising 
to respect its sovereignty, which was signed in 
the Budapest Memorandum.

In 2013, Viktor Yanukovych was the president of Ukraine, and he 
had a reputation for being heavy-handed, corrupt, and openly 
pro-Russian. He rejected an EU trade pact that might have 
resulted in stronger integration with the European Union, 
instead opting for a $15 billion bailout from Russia. As a result, 
some felt sold out to Moscow, and protests erupted, with many 
chanting "sign the EU deal. Yanukovych must stand down." 
Yanukovych's regime was overthrown in February 2014, and he 
was expelled from Ukraine. Russia, enraged it had lost its 
puppet, annexed Crimea. Crimea is a peninsula in the Black Sea 
that was moved from the Russian Soviet Republic to the 
Ukrainian Soviet Republic by Nikita Khrushchev in 1954. Crimea 
joined Ukraine when the Soviet Union fell apart, and many 
Russians believe it should not have been permitted to do so. 
After Yanukovych was ousted from power in Ukraine in 2014, 
Russian forces began seizing government facilities in Crimea, 
successfully putting the entire peninsula under military 
occupation. A referendum was held in March 2014, in which 
Crimeans chose to join Russia. The attention switched to eastern 
Ukraine, where rebels began taking eastern land. However, 
Ukraine fought back, causing the separatists (rebels) to lose 
ground. Thereby, the Russian army intervened, assisting the 
separatists and invading eastern Ukraine. Following the war, 
Russia, Ukraine, and the west held a series of discussions. The 
Minsk Agreement of 2014 resulted in both parties agreeing to a 
ceasefire and military disengagement.



Brasilia is the capital city of Brazil with a population of 
2,333,108. They speak Portuguese and are famous 
for high rates of population growth, ambitious 
architecture, and Carnival celebrations, The following 
paragraphs will detail Brasilia’s most famous dish, as 
well as important places to visit.
Brazil’s most famous dish is Feijoada, which is 
enjoyed all around the country. This hearty stew is 
made with black beans and various types of beef with 
tomatoes, cabbage, and carrots added to balance 
out flavor.

Brasilia’s City Park is one of 
the largest urban parks. It has 
places for biking, walking, 
kids play, buying drinks, and 
much more. Millions of 
people visit because it is one 
of the most famous parks.
Pontao do Lago Sul is one of 
the top attractions to visit in 
Brasilia. It is a luxury seaside 
district with tremendous 
restaurants and breathtaking 
views. People visit with 
friends and family to spend 
time together an enjoy the 
view.
Brasilia is a beautiful city with 
a rich history. Because of its 
modernist architecture and 
aesthetic urban planning, 
Brasilia was designated as a 
UNESCO world heritage site.
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Its technical name is octothorpe. The 
“octo” means “eight” and refers to its 
points, though reports disagree on 
where “thorpe” came from. Some claim 
it was named after Olympian Jim 
Thorpe, while others argue it was just a 
nonsense suffix.

The British Empire was most powerful in 
the 1920s, when it controlled 23 
percent of the world’s population and 
approximately 13.7 million square miles 
of territory—or nearly a quarter of the 
Earth’s land area, according to a report 
from Statista.

Think of how versatile a stick is. You can 
use it to play fetch with your dog, swing 
it as a bat, or use your imagination to 
turn it into a lightsaber. That’s why, in 
2008, the National Toy Hall of Fame 
inducted the stick into its collection of 
amazing toys as, very possibly, the 
oldest toy ever. 

Percy Spencer was working as a researcher for 
American Appliance Company (now Raytheon) 
when he noticed that a radar set using 
electromagnetic waves melted the candy bar in 
his pocket. He had the idea to make a metal box 
using microwaves to heat food, but the company 
was the one to file the patent. That was in 1945, 
and he received a $2 bonus but never any 
royalties.






